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Many stakeholders in the educational sector have voiced and 
advocated for the use of open educational resources (OER) as a 
panacea to the skyrocketing costs of instructional and learning 
materials particularly, textbooks. On average, students spend 
about $900 per year on textbooks, which translates to about 26% 
of tuition for a four year public university and 72% of tuition for a 
community college (Student PIRGs, 2010). Moreover, research has 
found that textbook prices have been increasing at four times the 
rate of inflation for the last couple of decades.
According to Wiley, Green & Soares (2012), OER are educational 
materials - textbooks, research articles, videos, assessments, 
simulations - that are either licensed under an open copyright 
license such as, Creative Commons or in the public domain. In both 
cases, there is free (no-cost) access to the OER and free (no-cost) 
permission to engage in the "4R" activities when using the 
materials, including:
 Revise: adapt and improve the OER so it better meets 
your needs
 Reuse: use the original or your new version of the OER 
in a wide range of contexts
 Remix: combine or "mashup" the OER with other OER to 
produce new materials
 Redistribute: make copies and share the original OER or 
your new version with others
The effectiveness of the proposed model to measure the impact 
of OER at Franklin University and beyond will be undertaken 
using Mulder’s research framework. The framework will be used 
to test different suppositions of OER. For example, learning will 
be more flexible with the use of OER.
o Other barriers, according to a white paper by Hewlett Foundation (2013) that limit mainstreaming of OER in education, include:
o Uneven and disorganized supply
o Limited proof of effectiveness
o Lack of standards (hence hinder discoverability)
o Incompatible policies and lack of incentives
Notable Research Findings
o Among faculty, cost (88) and ease of use (86%) are most important for selecting online resources. In addition, faculty consistently list time 
and effort to find and evaluate OER as the most important barriers to their adoption.
o Kortemeyer (2013, notes that when OER are utilized, they are normally downloaded, get uploaded, sequenced, and used, most often without 
any evaluation of learning success. In other words, there is no information that flows back to the original resource, (see the figure on the left 
as depicted by Kortemeyer ). To address this shortcoming, Kortemeyer proposes adopting what he calls “pushing the last mile”, which involves 
embedding formative assessment into “explanatory content so that both learners and educators get meaningful feedback…the content should 
drive and control course management system (CMS), not the other way around (see the figure on the left).
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While OER have been around for slightly over 10 years, with its 
dramatic debut of MIT’s Open Courseware in 2002, OER have not 
significantly disrupted and altered the traditional model of higher 
education. Concerted effort in mainstreaming OER must continue in 
order to realize its many benefits: low costs, delivery of greater 
learning efficiency, promotion of continuous improvement, 
encourage translation and localization of content, offers equal 
access to knowledge for all.  
Allen and Seaman (2012) report that:
o More than half of academic leaders strongly agree or agree that 
OER would be more useful if there was a single clearing house 
(Allen & Seaman, 2012)  
o More effort in terms of research need to be devoted to explore 
and understand the cost, benefits and impact of OER on learning 
and education.
o There is need for a framework that can answer critical questions 
about OER and its impact on learning.
o Some critical questions that require urgent answers include:
o what is the cost and benefit of OER?
o Has its adoption in higher education transformed 
learning by creating efficiencies in accessing quality 
and effective learning materials that improve 
performance while lowering costs to learners?
o What are the barriers that hamper the adoption and use 
of OER
o What framework can be deployed to aid the use or 
adoption of OER while at the same time helping in 
assessing its impact? 
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An Investigation of Open Education Resources (OER) in Higher Education: Mainstreaming OER at Franklin University
To help address the need for OER and barriers limiting its greater use highlighted in this poster; as well as move forward the debate on how 
best to mainstream OER, the following model is being proposed as a starting point for Franklin University. The model will serve to raise  
awareness as different stakeholders at the university work together to pilot and launch new ways of using and mainstreaming of OER in 
teaching and learning. In addition, the model will serve to unify and advance the disconnected pockets of OER use at the institution.
The International Institute for Innovative Instruction (i4) will be the key player driving the adoption and use of OER in course design as well as 
assuring that high quality resources are used, propose relevant policies and standard to advance mainstreaming of OER, encourage research on 
OER, and undertake opportunistic innovation in the use of OER. The university administration, IT, and the library will be critical in providing all 
needed relevant support to advance the use of OER while the departments, colleges, and Ohio National University will be the launching pad of 
OER at Franklin University (See the model).
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